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“Make sure you 
have the (February 
3rd and 4th 2017) 
meeting on your 
mind and in your 
calendars.” 

Make your 2017 
hotel reservations 
soon. Information 
is included at the 
end of this 
newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

Staying in touch with our Accounting educators 
It is hard to believe that the summer is nearly over. Whether you have spent 
your summer researching, teaching, or relaxing we hope that you have been 
able to take some time off to enjoy your time away from the demands of 
committee work, faculty meetings, and full teaching loads.  By all measures 
our 2016 Annual Meeting was a success. However, we have used your 
survey to help us plan for our 2017 meeting. We are grateful for all our 2016 
sponsors and have highlighted each of these organizations below.  

 
2017 Annual Meeting Highlights 
We look forward to hosting the 2107 Annual meeting February 3rd and 4th, 
2017 at the Embassy Suites Savannah (605 West Oglethorpe Avenue; 912-
721-6900).  
 
We are proud to have Ms. Stephanie Mickens from the PCAOB as our 
Keynote lunch speaker on Friday, February 3rd. Ms. Mickens is a graduate of 
Savannah State University (BBA-Accounting) and Georgia Southern 
University (MAcc). Her bio is presented below. Additionally we are in planning 
with Georgia Southern University to identify a panel of forensic accountants 
who will provide an interesting panel discussion. We also look forward to a 
variety of presentations from you, our members. The call for proposals will be 
sent to you in the fall, but it is not too early to think about a presentation topic. 
We hope to receive a wide range of proposal topics that will be of interest to 
our diverse membership.  
 

Stephanie Mickens, CPA 
Stephanie Mickens is a Certified Public Accountant (CPA) in the State of 
Georgia. She has spent the last year as an Inspections Specialist at the 
Public Company Accounting Oversight Board (PCAOB) where she is one of a 
team of nearly fifty Information Systems Auditors nationally. Her team is 
responsible for overseeing the audits of public companies performed by the 
Big Four network firms globally. Prior to her role with the PCAOB, Stephanie 
worked with PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP (PwC) for eight years as a 
Manager in Risk Assurance practice, where she provided services related to 
the performance of assessments of internal control over financial reporting as 
part of Sarbanes Oxley 404 requirements for public companies. Her main 
focus was on financial and IT-related control activities. Stephanie earned a 
Bachelor of Business Administration degree in Accounting from Savannah 
State University and a Master of Accountancy degree from Georgia Southern 
University. In addition to her professional work experience, Stephanie has 
served in numerous leadership roles for the National Association of Black 
Accountants, Inc. (NABA), including her current position as a board member 
for the Southern Region. Stephanie is also exploring opportunities in the field 
of academia and currently serves as an Adjunct Instructor of Accounting at 
Brown Mackie College, a private community college in Atlanta, Georgia. 



 

Our annual 
conference 
would not be 
possible without 
the financial 
support of our 
many sponsors. 

 

2016 Sponsors Highlights 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Educational Foundation of The Georgia Society of CPAs and The 
Georgia Society of CPAs are dedicated partners of GAAE. Our organization 
would not be able to continue operations without their generous support. 

 
The Educational Foundation of the Georgia Society of CPAs provides: 

 Keynote Sponsorship funding of the Annual Conference 

 Speakers for the annual conference 

 Student scholarships - In 2016 over $ 92,000 were awarded to 35 
students.  

 Funding for programs to increase awareness of the accounting 
profession on college campuses. 

 Recognition of outstanding accounting educators through the 
“Outstanding Educator Award.” 

 
The Georgia Society of CPAs provides: 

 Sponsorship and hosting of GAAE’s website 

 Significant staff support for related programming 

 Registration and other Administrative support 

 Reduced membership fees for educators and students 
 
To learn more about the mission of The Educational Foundation and the wide 
variety of programs it offers to accounting students and faculty, please visit 
foundation.gscpa.org. 
 
To learn more about The Georgia Society and how it works to promote and 
protect the accounting profession in Georgia, please visit www.gscpa.org. 
 
If you have any questions or need further information, please don’t hesitate to 
email Nikelle Klareich, manager, foundation & student initiatives for GSCPA 
at nikelle.klareich@gscpa.org or by calling 800-330-8889, extension 2956.  
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Ramsey Solutions 

 
Foundations in Personal Finance engages students and teaches them 
practical, relevant financial skills.  The design is to accommodate the variety 
of implementation strategies colleges and universities may use to incorporate 
the curriculum into the classroom.  The program is completely turn-key for 
educators through both print and online delivery options. Our message is 
different. We’re not a financial institution, we simply challenge the way they 
view money and empower them with the education they need to graduate on 
a solid financial foundation.  These students are our future.  Let’s invest in 
them. 

 

 
Roger CPA Review’s learning system is designed with this important 
philosophy in mind: The key to any success is enjoying what you do. We take 
special care to ensure your study process is Efficient, Effective, and - most 
importantly - Enjoyable, so that you can successfully and seamlessly attain 
your goal of becoming a CPA. 

 

 
 
Today, more than two million students have learned the Labyrinth way in 
community colleges (including credit programs), corporate training, continuing 
and community education, career and technical education, high schools and 
other programs. Books are just the beginning, however. They form the core 
of Labyrinth Learning’s solutions — expansive offerings that also include 
instructor support materials, integrated learning management tools, and 
eLearning components. These solutions cover a wide variety of subjects from 
computers and technology to specific disciplines such as accounting. 
 
 

 
 

Connect Accounting helps students learn more efficiently by providing 
feedback and practice material when they need it, where they need it. 
Connect’s assignable, gradable end-of-chapter content helps students learn 
to apply the concepts in accounting and, in more comprehensive material, 
analyze their work to form business decisions. Connect’s robust accounting 
software allows for flexibility in learning styles and provides opportunities for 
courses to be delivered in traditional, online, and blended settings. 



 
Cengage Learning is a leading educational content, technology, and services 
company for the higher education and K-12, professional and library markets 
worldwide. The company provides superior content, personalized services 
and course-driven digital solutions that accelerate student engagement and 
transform the learning experience. Cengage Learning is headquartered in 
Boston, MA with an office hub located in San Francisco, CA. Cengage 
Learning employees reside in nearly 40 different countries with company 
sales in more than 125 countries around the world. For more information, go 
to: www.cengage.com. 
 

 

 

Core Businesses 

 

 

Wiley's Global Research business is a provider of content-enabled solutions 
to improve outcomes in research, education and professional practice with 
online tools, journals, books, databases, reference works and laboratory 
protocols. Wiley's Professional Development business creates products and 
services that help customers become more effective in the workplace and 
achieve career success. It brings to life the ideas and best practices of 
thought leaders in business, finance, accounting, workplace learning, 
management, leadership, technology, behavioral health, 
engineering/architecture, and education to serve these communities 
worldwide. Wiley Global Education serves undergraduate, graduate, and 
advanced placement students, lifelong learners. We publish educational 
materials in all media, notably through WileyPLUS, our integrated online suite 
of teaching and learning resources.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.cengage.com/


 

Enjoy the rest of 
your summer! Send 
suggestions for the 
2017 conference to 
any of our Board 
Members:  
 

Maliece Whatley 
(Armstrong 
State University) 
President 
maliece.whatley
@armstrong.edu 
 
Don Ariail 
(Kennesaw State 
University) 
Vice President 
dariail1@kennes
aw.edu 
 
Pennie Eddy 
Treasurer 
(Lanier 
Technical 
College) 
peddy@laniertec
h.edu 
 
Sandria S. 
Stephenson 
(Kennesaw State 
University) 
Secretary 
ssstephenson@
kennesaw.edu 
 
 

 

 

 

Georgia Association of Accounting Educators 
Hotel Information: 2017 Meeting 

 
Hotel Name Embassy Suites by Hilton Savannah 

Hotel Address 605 West Oglethorpe Avenue; Savannah, GA 31401 

Phone 912.721.6900 (or use booking link below) 
Booking Link http://embassysuites.hilton.com/en/es/groups/pers

onalized/S/SAVESES-GAA-
20170202/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG 

Group Name Georgia Association of Accounting Educators 

Group Code GAA 

Room Rates 1 King Bed Suite: $154; 2 Queen Beds Suite: $164 

Parking Self-Park: $ 15.00; Valet: $ 20.00 

Other Charges Room tax of 13%; Occupancy Fee $ 1.00;  
Ga Hotel-Motel Fee $ 5.00 

Reservation 
Deadline 

The special room rate will be available until January 
10th or until the group block is sold-out, whichever 
comes first. There is limited availability so make 
reservations in advance to secure a room. 

Cancellation 72 hours prior to arrival 

 
Hotel Name Hampton Inn & Suites Savannah Historic District 

Hotel Address 603 West Oglethorpe Avenue; Savannah, GA 31401 

Phone 912.721.1600 (or use booking link below) 
Booking Link http://hamptoninn.hilton.com/en/hp/groups/persona

lized/S/SAVHSHX-GAA-
20170202/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG 

Group Name Georgia Association of Accounting Educators 

Group Code GAA 

Room Rates 1 King Bed $ 129; 2 Queen Beds $ 139 

Parking Self-Park: $ 15.00; Valet: $ 20.00 

Other Charges Room tax of 13%; Occupancy Fee $ 1.00;  
Ga Hotel-Motel Fee $ 5.00 

Reservation 
Deadline 

The special room rate will be available until January 
10th or until the group block is sold-out, whichever 
comes first. There is limited availability so make 
reservations in advance to secure a room. 

Cancellation 72 hours prior to arrival 

Faculty employed by the University System of Georgia and Georgia 
tax-exempt institutions are exempt of the local excise tax on hotels if 
they present a Certificate of Exemption of Local Hotel/Motel Excise 
Tax form from their institution when they check in to the hotel.   

Faculty from other states may also be exempt if their institution applied 
to the State of Georgia for exemption and present the Certificate of 
Exemption of Local Hotel/Motel Excise Tax form from their 
institution when they check in to the hotel. 
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